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foot to something of its original shape; for a great
percentage of these foot-bindings result in mutila-
tion that makes the existence of the victim that
of a lifetime invalid. Many die of blood-poison,
and I recall a young beggar woman who used to
drag herself around on her knees in the vicinity
of Quinsan Gardens in Shanghai, who had had one
foot rotted off by the process, but who, as she
went around on her knees begging, would hold
the remaining tiny foot up very proudly, to show
that she had, at all events, something of the qual-
ity of a Chinese lady.

However, sometimes special and expert service
in the binding of a girl's feet results in very small
baby feet in the grown woman, which do not en-
tirely detract from grace in walking; for the light
toddling and tumbling forward with each step
gives a graceful poise to the body, which has a
great charm to the Chinese; indeed, this peculiar
totter in the carriage gives the victim herself a
great self-confidence through the addition to her
beauty.

Attempts at foot-binding among the masses,
with no precautions, result in great malpractices
and in loss of limb and even life itself. Instead
of frequent changes of the bands of cloth, the old
bandages, soiled and filled with pus, are allowed
to remain until they start complications that
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